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Chapter 2 – Inventory of Existing Conditions 

 The purpose of this chapter is to document the existing facilities and conditions at Eastern Oregon Regional Airport (Airport Identifier 

Code: PDT). The Airport is owned and operated by the City of Pendleton, Oregon.    

 

 

This project replaces the 2002 Airport Master Plan Update,1 which will serve as a primary source for 

inventory data. However, where available, more current or comprehensive data have been included in the 

chapter to illustrate current conditions. Existing airfield facilities were examined during on-site 

inspections to update facility inventory data. The consultants also worked closely with City staff to review 

the current facility and operational data maintained by the City.  

Airport Setting  

Pendleton is located in northern Umatilla County, approximately 209 miles east of Portland on U.S. 

Interstate 84 (I-84), the main east-west travel route across northern Oregon. Eastern Oregon Regional 

Airport and the adjacent City of Pendleton Airport Industrial Park are located approximately three miles 

northwest of downtown Pendleton, within the Pendleton city limits. A location and vicinity map is 

provided in Figure 2-1. 

  

                                                   
1 Eastern Oregon Airport Master Plan Update (David Evans and Associates, Mead & Hunt Inc., and Pavement Services Inc. , 2002) 
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The airport is located on an elevated plateau at approximately 1,490 feet above mean sea level (MSL), 

approximately 300 feet above downtown Pendleton (Elevation 1,200 feet MSL). Surface access to the 

airport is provided via Airport Road, which connects to U.S. Highway 30 and Interstate 84 (I-84).  

Umatilla County was formed in 1862 from a portion of Wasco County. Several adjacent counties (Grant, 

Morrow, Wallowa, and Union) were later formed from portions of Umatilla County. Pendleton was 

selected as the county seat in 1868 and the city was officially incorporated in 1880. City Hall was 

constructed in 1908 and housed all city services including Police, Fire and the School District. In 1948, the 

community elected its first City Manager and council form of government. 

Umatilla County has a land area of 3,231 square miles extending from the Columbia River at its northwest 

corner, east to the western slopes of the Blue Mountains, and south toward east-central Oregon. The 

Umatilla County Comprehensive Plan indicates that approximately 25 percent of the county land area is 

under the control of other government entities (e.g., Umatilla Indian Reservation, and the Umatilla and 

Wallowa-Whitman National Forests). 

The current Portland State University (PSU) certified estimate of population (July 1, 2014) for Pendleton 

was 16,700. The 2014 PSU certified estimate of population for Umatilla County was 78,340. The 2010 U.S. 

Census for Pendleton (incorporated area only) was 16,612 and Umatilla County was 75,889. Current PSU 

estimates indicate that both Pendleton and Umatilla County have experienced growth in population since 

the 2010 Census. Pendleton and nearby Hermiston are the two largest incorporated cities in Umatilla 

County, accounting for more than 40 percent of county population and providing a variety of commerce, 

government, education, and medical services.  

The region’s major industrial segments include manufacturing; warehousing and distribution; clean 

technology; agriculture and food processing; and technology (hi-tech, bio-tech, data centers, etc.). The 

Eastern Oregon Correctional Institution, a medium security state facility, is among Pendleton’s largest 

employers. The main campus of Blue Mountain Community College (BMCC), located in Pendleton, 

provides a variety of educational and vocational programs targeted to students throughout northeastern 

Oregon. The Pendleton Round-Up is a premier professional rodeo event that draws more than 50,000 

people each year to the week-long event.  

The 2014 FAA designation of the Pendleton UAS test range provides unique opportunities to establish a new 

technology-driven industry in northeastern Oregon. A coordinated effort involving local government, the UAS 

industry, educational institutions and the community will be required to maximize the economic potential of 

this fledgling industry in the region, as it evolves toward commercial viability within civil aviation.  
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Physical Geography 

Pendleton is located in the Columbia Plateau, also known as the Columbia Basin. The origin of the 

Columbia Basin date back tens of millions of years, and was subsequently transformed through a series of 

major geologic events, including the Great Missoula Floods, occurring 14,000 to 18,000 years ago. The wide 

basalt plateau cut by the Columbia River stretches across portions of Washington, Oregon, and Idaho. The 

Umatilla River flows from the Blue Mountains in the east to the Columbia River to the west, through the 

City of Pendleton.  

Climate 

Pendleton has a semi-arid climate that experiences short cool winters with moderate amounts of snow and 

hot dry summers. Historic climatic data for Pendleton Eastern Oregon Regional Airport (Observation 

Station 356546) is available from 1928 through 2015.2 The data indicate that July and August are typically 

the warmest months; December and January are the coldest. On a monthly basis, the average maximum 

temperature is 88.4 degrees Fahrenheit (July) and the average minimum temperature is 26.2 degrees 

(January). Pendleton averages 12.33 inches of precipitation and 16.6 inches of snowfall annually. 

Available wind data indicate that prevailing winds generally follow an east-west pattern, favoring 

Runway 7/25. 

Historical Aviation Activity  

As noted in the Introduction Chapter, Eastern Oregon Regional Airport has been in continuous aviation 

use since the construction of the Army Air Base in 1941, and perhaps as early as 1934 when the airfield was 

first developed.  

Eastern Oregon Regional Airport is the largest public airport in northeast Oregon, and the only airport 

with scheduled passenger air service in north eastern Oregon. There are twelve public-use airports located 

within 60 nautical (air) miles of Pendleton, including two airports—Tri-Cities Airport (Pasco) and Walla 

Walla Regional Airport—that also provide commercial air service. A detailed analysis of aviation activity 

data and the service area defined for the Airport will be presented in the updated Aviation Activity 

Forecasts (Chapter 3).  

Eastern Oregon Regional Airport currently accommodates a wide variety of aeronautical activity, 

including small single- and multi-engine aircraft, business class turbine aircraft (business jets and 

turboprops), civilian helicopters, military fixed wing aircraft and helicopters, and unmanned aerial 

systems (UAS). In addition to scheduled passenger service, the Airport has several commercial tenants 

                                                   
2 Western Regional Climatic Center, Observation Station 356546 (1928-2015) 
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providing aerial application, aircraft maintenance, fueling, flight training, and other services which 

generate local flight activity and attract itinerant users. The Airport also accommodates the Oregon Army 

National Guard aviation facility and is the designated airport for the Pendleton Unmanned Aerial Systems 

(UAS) Test Range. 

The 2002 Airport Master Plan estimated that Eastern Oregon Regional Airport had 97 based aircraft, 

34,537 aircraft operations, and 14,007 enplaned passengers in 1999. The 1999 aircraft operations consisted 

of 7,155 commercial, 26,132 general aviation, and 1,250 military operations.  

The FAA Airport Record Form (5010-1) lists 51 based aircraft and 14,638 aircraft operations (takeoffs and 

landings) for the 12 months ending in January 2014. The Pendleton Air Traffic Control Tower recorded 

15,387 aircraft operations in 2013. An updated based aircraft count provided by airport management in 

February 2015 lists a total of 67 aircraft. Recent historical airport activity is summarized in Table 2-1.  

TABLE 2-1: BASED AIRCRAFT AND OPERATIONS - EASTERN OREGON REGIONAL AIRPORT  

ACTIVITY TYPE ACTIVITY LEVEL 

Based Aircraft Count 

Airport Master Record 
(12 months ending 1/2/14)  

Updated Airport 
Count 

(February 2015) 

Single-Engine Piston 25 39 

Multi-Engine Piston 1 2 

Turboprop 0 1 

Turbojet 0 0 

Rotorcraft 10 14 

Ultralight/Experimental 4 5 

Glider 3 0 

Military  7 6 

Total Based Aircraft  51 67 

 
  Annual Aircraft Operations  14,638 15,3871 

1. FAA Air Traffic Activity System (ATADS): PDT ATCT CY 2013   
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Airfield Facilities 

Eastern Oregon Regional Airport has two intersecting runways. The runway system has extensive lighting 

and instrumentation and is served by a taxiway system that provides access to all developed areas of the 

airfield. In 2013, a third runway (16/34) was closed and converted to a taxiway (Taxiway G) that provides 

access to the north side of the airfield.  

Eastern Oregon Regional Airport has an air traffic control tower (ATCT) that operates 14 hours daily 

(0600-2000 local time). During the hours of ATCT operation, the airport is a controlled field pilots are 

required to obtain tower clearances for takeoffs, landings and taxiing (ground control). During the hours 

that the ATCT is not operating, pilots are required to monitor traffic and radio communication through 

the common traffic advisory frequency (CTAF). Table 2-2 summarizes airport data. Figures 2-2 and 2-3 

provide views of existing airfield facilities and an enlarged view of terminal area facilities.  

TABLE 2-2: AIRPORT DATA 

AIRPORT NAME/DESIGNATION EASTERN OREGON REGIONAL AIRPORT (PDT) 

Airport Owner City of Pendleton 

Date Established 1941 

Airport Category National Plan of Integrated Airport Systems (NPIAS): Nonprimary 
Commercial Service Airport  
FAA Airport Reference Code: C-III (as depicted on 2002 ALP) 
Oregon Aviation Plan (207): Category 1 – Commercial Service 

Airport Acreage 2,273 Acres (FAA Airport Master Record Form 5010-1) 

Airport Reference Point (ARP) 
Coordinates 

N 45° 41.69’ W 118° 50.58’ 

Airport Elevation 1,497 feet MSL3 

Airport Traffic Pattern 
Configuration/Altitude 

Left Traffic 2,500 feet MSL / 1,000 feet above ground level (AGL) 

Airport Communication 

Air Traffic Control Tower (0600-2000 local) 119.7 MHz 
Ground Control (0600-2000 local) 121.9 MHz 
Common Traffic Advisory Frequency (2000-0600 local) 119.7 MHz 
Unicom 122.95 MHz 
Chinook App/Dep Control (133.15 MHz) 1400-0600 Zulu 
Seattle App/Dep Control (132.6 MHz) 0600-1400 Zulu 

Airport Weather 
Automated Surface Observation System (ASOS) 118.325 MHz (541) 278-
2329 
HIWAS (PDT) 114.7 MHz 

                                                   
3 FAA Airport/Facility Directory (A/FD) 
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Runways 

Eastern Oregon Regional Airport has two runways that are equipped with a full array of lighting and visual 

approach aids. The primary runway (7/25) is oriented in an east-west direction (70-250 degree magnetic 

heading) and the secondary runway (11/29) is oriented in a northwest-southeast direction (110-290 degree 

magnetic heading). The secondary runway intersects with the primary runway approximately 1,470 feet 

from its west end. The runways and other major airfield pavements are designed to accommodate large 

general aviation aircraft and heavier military and transport category aircraft. Table 2-3 summarizes the 

current runways at the Airport. 

Runway 7/25 

Runway 7/25 is 6,301 feet long and 150 feet wide. The runway has an asphalt surface that is transverse-

grooved to improve wet runway braking action on landings and improve directional control for aircraft 

during takeoff and landing operations by reducing hydroplaning. The runway has an effective gradient of 

0.19 percent, with the high point (1,483 feet MSL) located at its east end (Runway 25 threshold). The 

runway was rehabilitated with a 3-inch asphalt overlay in 2005 and is in good condition.  

The runway has precision instrument (PIR) markings on the Runway 25 end and non-precision 

instrument (NPI) markings on Runway 7, which are consistent with current instrument approach 

capabilities. The runway markings (white paint) include runway designation numbers, threshold 

markings, touchdown zone markings (Runway 25), aiming point markings, centerline stripe, and side 

stripes. Yellow taxiway lead-in lines are painted on the runway at the two interior exit taxiways (Taxiway 

B and G). All runway markings are consistent with FAA standards for configuration, color, and approach 

type (precision/non-precision instrument). The markings were observed to be in good to fair condition 

during a recent site visit. Per FAA standards, the markings for the primary runway (7/25) take precedence 

over the secondary runway (11/29) in areas where the runways intersect. 

The runway is equipped with four distance remaining signs (black background/white numbers) on its north 

side. The lighted dual-sided signs indicate the remaining useable runway to pilots in 1,000-foot increments. 

The runway is served by two partial-length south parallel taxiways (Taxiway A and F) located at each end 

and series of access taxiways connecting the runway/parallel taxiways to the terminal area and other 

developed landside areas. The runway has four 90-degree exit taxiway connections. 

Note: Runway 7/25 will be re-designated to “8/26” due to a change in magnetic variation, either as part of 

a future rehabilitation or markings upgrade project.   
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Runway 11/29 

Runway 11/29 is 5,851 feet long and 100 feet wide. Runway 29 has a 455-foot displaced threshold, which 

reduces the runway length available for landing to 5,126 feet. All other operations on Runway 11/29 have 

the full 5,851 feet of runway available. An aircraft turnaround is located adjacent to the Runway 11 

threshold (north side) to facilitate aircraft movement in the absence of dedicated taxiway access. The 

turnaround is primarily used by aircraft back-taxiing on the runway (for takeoff on Runway 11) or by aircraft 

rolling out after landing on Runway 29 that are unable to use the last available exit taxiway (Taxiway B).  

The runway has an asphalt (bituminous surface treatment) surface that is transverse-grooved to improve 

wet runway braking action on landings and improve directional control for aircraft during takeoff and 

landing operations by reducing hydroplaning. The runway has an effective gradient of 0.14 percent, with 

the high point (1,493 feet MSL) located at the Runway 25 threshold. The runway was rehabilitated in 1999 

and is in good condition.  

The runway is served by a partial length parallel taxiway (Taxiway A) on its west side that extends from 

the terminal apron to Taxiway B and the intersection with Runway 7/25. The runway has a total of three 

access taxiway connections and a portion of the terminal apron directly abuts the runway near the Runway 

29 displaced threshold. 

The runway is equipped with five distance remaining signs (black background/white numbers) on its west 

side. The lighted dual-sided signs indicate the remaining useable runway to pilots in 1,000-foot increments. 

The runway has non-precision instrument (NPI) markings, which are consistent with current instrument 

approach capabilities. The runway markings (white paint) include runway designation numbers, aiming 

point markings, centerline stripe, side stripes and displaced threshold markings (Runway 29). The 455-

foot displaced threshold on Runway 29 is marked by a threshold bar and lead-in arrows defining the 

landing threshold. The runway pavement between the displaced threshold and the physical end of 

pavement (south end) is available for takeoff on Runway 29 and landing rollout for Runway 11. 

Aircraft hold lines (yellow paint) are located on the runway adjacent to the intersection with Runway 7/25 

and approximately 75 feet south of the displaced threshold bar on Runway 29. Aircraft hold lines provide 

clear visual information to pilots and airport ground vehicles required to hold short of an active runway. 

Yellow taxiway lead-in lines are painted on the runway at Taxiway E. All runway markings are consistent 

with FAA standards for configuration, color, and approach type. The markings were observed to be in good 

to fair condition during a recent site visit.   
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TABLE 2-3: RUNWAY DATA - EASTERN OREGON REGIONAL AIRPORT 

RUNWAY 7/25  

Dimensions 6,301’ x 150’ 

Bearing N 89°57’00” 

Effective Gradient 0.19% 

Surface/Condition Asphalt (Porous Friction Course) - Good/Fair 

Pavement Strength 

115,000 lbs. Single Wheel 
132,000 lbs. Dual Wheel 
167,000 lbs. Dual Single Wheel (Tandem) 
210,000 lbs. Dual Double Wheel (Tandem) 

Markings 
Precision Instrument (PIR) Rwy 25 - Good/Fair Condition 
Non-Precision Instrument (NPI) Rwy 7 - Good/Fair Condition 

Lighting 

High Intensity Runway Edge Lighting (HIRL); Threshold Lighting 
Approach Lighting 

• Runway 7 – Medium Intensity Approach Lighting (MALS-R) 
• Runway 25 – Omni Directional Approach Lighting System (ODALS) 

Visual Guidance Indicators 
• Runway 7 – Visual Approach Slope Indicator (VASI 4) 
• Runway 25 – Precision Approach Slope Indicator (PAPI 4) 

Signage Runway Distance Remaining Signs, Runway Hold Position Signs, Directional, 
Location Signs 

RUNWAY 11/29  

Dimensions 5,581’ x 100’ (455-foot displaced threshold on Rwy 29 end)  

Bearing N 308°20’00” 

Effective Gradient 0.14% 

Surface/Condition Asphalt (Grooved) / Good 

Pavement Strength 

70,000 lbs. Single Wheel 
120,000 lbs. Dual Wheel 
152,000 lbs. Dual Single Wheel (Tandem) 
122,000 lbs. Dual Double Wheel (Tandem) 

Markings Non-Precision Instrument (NPI) - Good/Fair Condition  

Lighting 

Medium Intensity Runway Edge Lighting (HIRL); Threshold Lighting 
Runway End Identifier Lights (REIL) – Rwy 11 and 29 
Visual Guidance Indicators 

• Precision Approach Slope Indicator (PAPI 4) – Rwy 11 and 29 

Signage 
Runway Distance Remaining Signs, Runway Hold Position Signs, Directional, 
Location Signs 
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Runway Wind Coverage 

It is generally preferable for aircraft to land and takeoff directly into the wind, although varying wind 

conditions often require crosswind operations at airports. When wind conditions exceed the capabilities 

of a specific aircraft, use of a crosswind runway (when available) may occur. At airports with single 

runways, occasional periods of strong crosswinds often limit operations until conditions improve. 

The FAA-recommended planning standard is that primary runways should be capable of accommodating 

at least 95 percent of wind conditions within the prescribed crosswind component. This component is 

based on a direct crosswind (90 degrees to the direction of flight) of 10.5 knots (12 miles per hour) for small 

aircraft and 13 knots (15 miles per hour) for larger general aviation aircraft. Transport and larger military 

aircraft are typically designed to accommodate higher crosswind components. Aircraft are able to tolerate 

increasingly higher wind speeds as the crosswind angle is reduced and moves closer to the direction of flight.  

The wind rose depicted on the 2002 Airport Layout Plan (Sheet 2, Airport Data Summary) graphically 

illustrates the favorable relationship between the runway alignments and local wind conditions. Virtually 

identical wind coverage is provided for each defined crosswind component under both visual and 

instrument conditions, indicating that local wind patterns do not change significantly as weather 

conditions deteriorate. Table 2-4 summarizes the wind data for Runway 7/25 and Runway 11/29 for visual 

(VFR), instrument (IFR) and combined (VFR and IFR) weather conditions for small and large aircraft.4 

Wind data (14,608 observations) for Eastern Oregon Regional Airport indicate prevailing winds are 

generally west-east, closely aligned with Runway 7/25. The combination of Runway 7/25 and Runway 

11/29 captures approximately 99 percent of local wind conditions. 

  

                                                   
4 NOAA National Climatic Center Data for Eastern Oregon Regional Airport obtained from 2002 Airport Master Plan. 
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TABLE 2-4: RUNWAY WIND COVERAGE - EASTERN OREGON REGIONAL AIRPORT 

RUNWAY 7/25 CROSSWIND COMPONENTS 

WEATHER CONDITIONS 10.5 KNOTS 
(12 MPH) 

13 KNOTS 
(15 MPH) 

VFR Weather Conditions 97.2 98.7 

IFR Weather Conditions 96.2 98.5 

All-Weather Conditions 95.9 98.0 

RUNWAY 11/29 CROSSWIND COMPONENTS 

WEATHER CONDITIONS 10.5 KNOTS 
(12 MPH) 

13 KNOTS 
(15 MPH) 

VFR Weather Conditions 85.9 92.8 

IFR Weather Conditions 97.3 98.0 

All-Weather Conditions 87.8 93.1 

Source: 2002 Eastern Oregon Regional Airport ALP 

Taxiways 

Eastern Oregon Regional Airport has an extensive taxiway system, including two sections of parallel 

taxiway for Runway 7/25 that provide access to the runway ends; a partial length parallel taxiway for 

Runway 11/29; and a series of access taxiways and taxilanes connecting airside and landside facilities on 

the airfield.  

All major taxiways have standard markings including centerline stripe, enhanced centerlines (near hold 

areas), edge markings, runway holding position markings, and surface painted holding position markings 

(denoting runway numbers at taxiway connections to runway). The striping and markings are generally 

in fair to good condition. All taxiways connecting to a runway are equipped with lighted mandatory hold 

position signs. 
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Table 2-5 summarizes the current taxiways at the Airport. Figures 2-2 and 2-3, presented earlier in the 

chapter, depict the major taxiways on the airfield. 

TABLE 2-5: TAXIWAY DATA - EASTERN OREGON REGIONAL AIRPORT 

TAXIWAY DESCRIPTION DIMENSIONS/CONFIGURATION 

Taxiway A 
Partial–Length Parallel Taxiways 
for Runways 7/25 (west end) and 
11/29 (mid-runway) 

Approximate length 2,000 feet along Runway 11/29 and 
1,400 feet along 7/25; width 50 feet 
 
Asphalt surface w/centerline stripe and edge markings 
(yellow); MITL (blue) 

Taxiway B 

Access taxiway connecting the 
Oregon Army National Guard 
facility to Taxiway A and Runway 
7/25; south section of Taxiway B 
closed 

Approximate length 500 feet from the National Guard 
gate to the runway hold line; width 70 feet  
 
Asphalt surface w/centerline stripe and edge markings 
(yellow); MITL (blue)  

Taxiway D 

East-west access taxiway located 
north of the terminal and general 
aviation apron, extending from 
closed section of Taxiway B to 
Runway 11/29 and Taxiway G 

Approximate length 2,675 feet (between closed southern 
section of Taxiway B and Taxiway G); width 35 feet 
 
Asphalt surface w/centerline stripe and edge markings 
(yellow) 

Taxiway E 

Access taxiway connecting the 
terminal apron to Runway 11/29, 
Taxiway G, and the east 
agricultural apron/UAS facilities  

Approximate length 1,200 feet; width 40 feet 
 
Asphalt surface w/centerline stripe and edge markings 
(yellow) 

Taxiway F 

Partial–Length Parallel Taxiway for 
Runway 7/25 (east end), extending 
east of Taxiway G to Runway 25 
threshold 

Length 2,032; width 50 feet  
 
Asphalt surface w/centerline stripe and edge markings 
(yellow); MITL (blue) 

Taxiway G 

Access taxiway connecting the 
north and south sections of the 
airfield. Connections to Taxiways 
D, E, F, and Runway 7/25  

Length 4,000 feet; width 50 feet 
 
Asphalt surface w/centerline stripe and edge markings 
(yellow); no edge lighting 
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Taxiway A 

Taxiway A is a partial-length west/south parallel taxiway for Runway 7/25 and Runway 11/29. Both 

sections of Taxiway A are 50 feet wide with a runway separation of 400 feet. Taxiway A is equipped with 

medium intensity taxiway lighting (MITL).  

Runway 7/25. Taxiway A extends west from Taxiway B to the end of Runway 7 with two 90-degree 

connecting taxiways.  

Runway 11/29. Taxiway A extends from the Taxiway E to Taxiway B and connects to the runways via these 

taxiways.  

Taxiway B 

Taxiway B is an access taxiway that connects the Oregon Army National Guard (ORARNG) apron to 

Taxiway A and the intersection of both runways. Taxiway B is approximately 70 feet wide. The ORARNG 

facility is fully fenced with an automated sliding gate at its north apron connection to Taxiway B. The 

section Taxiway B between the runway and Taxiway A is equipped with medium intensity taxiway edge 

lighting (MITL). The section of Taxiway B located between the ORARNG apron and Taxiway A is used 

exclusively by the military and is not lighted. The section of Taxiway B located south of the ORARNG 

apron is closed. 

Taxiway D 

Taxiway D is an access taxiway 35 feet wide and extends from the closed section of Taxiway B (south of 

the ORARNG facilities) north of the terminal and general aviation apron, and continues east beyond 

Runway 11/29 to Taxiway G. Taxiway D is equipped with taxiway edge reflectors.  

Taxiway E 

Taxiway E is an access taxiway 40 feet wide and extends from the terminal apron to Runway 11/29 and 

continues east to Taxiway G. Taxiway E is not equipped with edge lighting. Taxiway E has two aircraft 

hold areas located adjacent to Taxiways A and D, and on the west side of Taxiway G. 

Taxiway F 

Taxiway F is a partial-length south parallel taxiway (50 feet wide) for Runway 7/25, with a 400-foot 

runway separation. Taxiway F extends from Taxiway G to the Runway 25 threshold. Taxiway F is 

equipped with medium intensity taxiway lighting (MITL). Taxiway F accommodates periodic use as a 

launch facility for UAS operations and is closed by NOTAM during these periods.  
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Taxiway G 

Taxiway G is an access taxiway 50 feet wide and approximately 4,000 feet long. The taxiway extends from 

Taxiway D to near the north end of the former Runway 16/34. Taxiway G provides access to Runway 7/25 

directly and via Taxiway F, and to the agricultural apron, UAS facilities located south of Runway 7/25, and 

future UAS facilities located north of Runway 7/25. Taxiway G is not equipped with edge lighting.  

Taxilanes 

Eastern Oregon Regional Airport has several access taxilanes serving landside facilities on the airport. The 

general aviation aircraft tiedown apron (west section of main apron) is configured with five north-south 

stub taxilanes that connect to Taxiway D. The apron taxilanes provide access to adjacent aircraft parking 

rows and hangars located along the south and west sides of the apron. Three hangar taxilanes extend from 

the west end of the main apron and one taxilane extends beyond the west end of Taxiway D. These 

taxilanes provide access to several aircraft storage hangars. There are no taxilanes defined on the concrete 

sections of the main apron between the terminal apron and tiedown apron.  

Several taxilanes are marked with centerline stripes (condition ranging from good to poor (worn)). The 

hangar taxilanes appear to be in fair to poor condition, consistent with age and use. The tiedown apron 

taxilanes are in good condition (reconstructed in 1998). 

Aircraft Apron 

Eastern Oregon Regional Airport has an expansive main apron area located south of the runway-taxiway 

system that includes terminal apron and a general aviation apron with large and small aircraft tiedowns. 

The main apron consists of approximately 126,690 square yards5, which is approximately 26 acres of 

surface area. 

The Airport has two other apron areas: an agricultural aircraft apron located east of Taxiway G and south 

of Runway 7/25 and the Oregon Army National Guard (ORARNG) apron located northwest of the main 

apron, south of Runway 7/25 and Taxiway A. The ORARNG apron is configured with six aircraft parking 

positions designed to accommodate Boeing CH-47 Chinook tandem rotor helicopters. 

Table 2-6 summarizes the existing public use apron facilities at the airport.  

  

                                                   
5 2014 Pavement Evaluation/Maintenance Management Program (Pavement Consultants Inc., November 2014) 
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TABLE 2-6: AIRCRAFT APRONS - EASTERN OREGON REGIONAL AIRPORT 

Terminal Apron 

The terminal apron is located directly in front of the terminal building and air traffic control tower. The 

apron accommodates aircraft loading/unloading of commercial traffic. The apron is designed to 

accommodate heavy aircraft, which allows use by large commercial aircraft. The apron includes a Portland 

Cement Concrete (PCC) section immediately in front of the terminal (for heavy aircraft parking) and 

asphalt sections abutting the central section of the main apron and Runway 11/29. The apron section 

abutting Runway 11/29 and Taxiway D is marked with surface painted holding position markings 

(denoting runway numbers) and a painted aircraft hold line.  

General Aviation Apron  

The general aviation apron has two primary operating areas: the aircraft tiedown area located at the west 

end of the apron and the center section of apron that accommodates a variety of uses. 

The center section of the apron accommodates aircraft fueling, fixed base operator (FBO) activities, air 

cargo/express aircraft loading/unloading, and helicopter parking. The apron also provides access to several 

hangars, the airport fire station, and airport maintenance facilities. This section of apron is original 

Portland Cement Concrete (PCC) constructed in 1942.  

The west airplane tiedown apron area is configured with six north-south rows of west-facing tiedowns 

served by five adjacent taxilanes that connect to an east-west taxilane on the north edge of the apron. The 

apron has twenty-two (22) small airplane tiedowns and two (2) large airplane tiedowns, which are located 

at the south end two tiedown rows and may be accessed directly from the center section of the main apron. 

The north-south apron taxilanes are designed to accommodate small aircraft (Airplane Design Group I). 

The west tiedown apron was reconstructed in 1999.  

  

Terminal Apron 25,090 square yards (Asphalt, with 1,200 square yard PCC section) 

General Aviation Apron 
76,912 square yards (PCC) 
24,688 square yards (Asphalt) 
24 airplane tiedowns (Asphalt Section) 

East Agricultural Apron 7,152 square yards (Asphalt, with three 200 square yard PCC loading pads) 
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Agricultural Operations Apron 

The agricultural operations apron, located adjacent to Taxiway G (east), is configured with three PCC 

loading stations that are hard piped to an open containment area located adjacent to Taxiway F. The apron 

has taxilane connections to Taxiway G at the north and south ends of the apron.  

The area adjacent to the apron is currently being used to accommodate UAS ground facilities. Several 

locally based aerial applicators maintain hangars and facilities adjacent to the main apron.  

Airport Lighting and Signage 

Eastern Oregon Regional Airport accommodates day and night operations in both visual and 

instrument meteorological conditions (IMC). The runways are equipped with lighting systems that 

are consistent with current instrument approach requirements and runway use. Most of the major 

taxiways on the Airport are equipped with edge lighting. Table 2-7 summarizes the categories of 

airport lighting currently used at the airport. All airfield lighting observed during recent site visits 

appeared to be in good condition and fully operational.  

The runway-taxiway system has extensive lighted signage that conveys directional, location, and 

runway clearance information to pilots.  
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TABLE 2-7: TYPES OF AIRPORT LIGHTING AT EASTERN OREGON REGIONAL AIRPORT  

CATEGORY TYPE CONDITION 

Airport Lighting Airport Rotating Beacon (white/green dual lens) 
Lighted Wind Cones (3) Good 

Approach Lighting Rwy 25 - Medium Intensity Approach Lighting System (MALS) 
with Runway Alignment Indicator Lights (RAIL) [MALS-R] 
Rwy 7 - Omni Directional Approach Lighting System (ODALS) 

Good 

Runway Lighting Rwy 7/25 - High Intensity Runway Lighting (HIRL) (white/amber 
lenses); Threshold Lighting (red/green lenses) 
Rwy 11/29 – Medium Intensity Runway Lighting (MIRL) 
(white/amber lenses); Threshold Lighting (red/green lenses) 
Rwy 11 & 29 - Runway End Identifier Lights (REIL) (white strobes) 

Good 

Note:  
REIL out of 
service 

Visual Guidance 
Indicators 

4-Light PAPI (red/white lenses) 
• Rwy 25: (P4L) 3 degree glide path 
• Rwy 11: (P4L) 3 degree glide path 
• Rwy 29: (P4L) 3 degree glide path 

4-Light VASI (red/white lenses) 
• Rwy 7: (V4R) 3 degree glide path 

Good 

 

Taxiway Lighting Medium Intensity Taxiway Lighting (blue) on Taxiway A, B and F 
Good 

Airfield Signage Mandatory, Location, Directional, and Destination Signs 
Distance Remaining Signs Good 

Other Lighting Obstruction lights, lighted wind cones (2), lighted segmented circle 
and wind T, lighted airport signage; flood lighting in hangar, fuel 
areas. 

Good 

Airport Lighting 

The airport rotating beacon is mounted on a tower support adjacent to the large hangar currently leased 

by the Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA). Rotating beacons are used to indicate the location of an 

airport to pilots at night or during reduced visibility. The beacon provides sequenced white and green 

flashing lights (representing a lighted land airport) that rotate 360 degrees to allow pilots to identify the 

airport from all directions from several miles.  

Three lighted wind cones are located on the airfield: one wind cone is located in the segmented circle in the 

center of the airport; one is located between the two runways, west of the runway intersection; and one is 

located between Runway 7/25 and Taxiway F.  

The rotating beacon and lighted wind cones operate on a dusk-dawn automatic switch. The runway 

lighting, approach lighting, visual guidance indicators, and taxiway lighting are controlled by the air traffic 

control tower during hours of operation and pilot-activated using the common traffic advisory frequency 

(CTAF) 122.9 MHz during hours the tower is closed. All airfield lighting reportedly functions normally.  
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Approach Lighting 

• Runway 7: Runway 7 is equipped with an omnidirectional approach lighting system (ODALS). 

The ODALS is a series of individual medium-intensity approach lights installed on the extended 

runway centerline, leading pilots to the runway end. 

• Runway 25: Runway 25 is equipped with a medium intensity approach lighting system (MALS) 

with runway alignment indicator lights (RAIL). The MALS-R is the standard approach lighting 

system for runways with Category I Instrument Landing Systems. Approach lighting assists pilots 

to visually identify the runway environment and align the aircraft with the runway in the final 

approach segment. The MALS-R is 2,400 feet long, installed beyond the runway end along the 

extended centerline of the runway, and consists of light bars, sequenced flashing lights (RAIL), 

and a threshold bar. The MALS-R is FAA-owned and maintained. 

• Runway 11: Runway 11 is not equipped with an approach lighting system.  

• Runway 29: Runway 29 is not equipped with an approach lighting system.  

Runway Lighting  

Runway 7/25 has high intensity runway edge lighting (HIRL) and Runway 11/29 has medium intensity 

runway edge lighting (MIRL). All runway ends are equipped with visual guidance indicators. Both ends of 

Runway 11/29 are equipped with runway end identifier lights (REIL), although airport management 

reports that the REILs are out of service and require replacement. 

• HIRL/MIRL: The HIRL or MIRL systems include white edge lights (with amber lights located 

near the runway ends to indicate runway remaining) and runway threshold lights. The threshold 

lights consist of two sets of four fixtures near each corner of the runway ends. The fixtures have 

split lenses (green/red) indicating the beginning and end of the runway.  

• REIL: Runway end identifier lights (REIL) consist of two high-intensity sequenced strobe lights 

that mark the approach end of the runway to assist pilots in establishing visual contact with the 

runway environment during periods of darkness or reduced visibility.  

• Visual Guidance Indicators: Precision approach path indicators (PAPI) project light along a 

standard glide path to a runway end, with red and white colored lights indicating the aircraft’s vertical 

position (above, below, or on glide path) relative to the defined glide path. Visual approach slope 

indicator (VASI) projects a beam of light having a white segment in the upper part of the beam and red 

segment in the lower part of the beam.  
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Taxiway Lighting 

The major taxiways at Eastern Oregon Regional Airport are equipped with blue medium intensity taxiway 

edge lighting (MITL). Other taxiways have stake-mounted blue reflective markers.  

Airfield Signage  

The runway-taxiway system has internally illuminated mandatory instruction signs (red background with 

white letters/numbers) at the aircraft holding positions for each taxiway connection with the runway [7, 

25, 11, 29 etc.]. The signs also include taxiway direction/designations [ A, B, D, MIL,  etc.] with yellow 

background and black numbers/letters. The signs are located to coincide with the painted aircraft hold 

lines on each taxiway that connects to the runway. 

Other Lighting 

Overhead lighting is available in the terminal area and main aircraft parking aprons, the aircraft fueling 

area, and in various hangar areas. Hangars also have exterior wall-mounted floodlights. Red obstruction 

lights are mounted on the top of several structures or built items (antennas, windsocks, etc.) on the airfield.  

Airfield Pavement Condition 

Pavement Management Reports are periodically updated to assist airports in the ongoing maintenance of 

airfield pavements. The Airport Pavement Management System (APMS) is designed to assess the relative 

condition of the airport pavement sections and to identify pavement system needs, make programming 

decisions for funding, provide information for legislative decision making, and assist local jurisdictions 

with planning decisions.  

Airfield pavements are assessed using the Pavement Condition Index (PCI). The PCI inspection quantifies 

the types, severities, and amounts of distress observed in the pavements through a visual inspection. The 

evaluation is quantified using a scale from 0 (failed) to 100 (good) with ratings applied to individual 

pavement sections, providing an overall condition report for the airport. The condition is an indication of 

the needs for maintenance and/or repair that will be required over a seven-year period. 

The most recent pavement report available for Eastern Oregon Regional Airport is based on a July 2014 

inspection.6 Table 2-8 summarizes airfield pavement conditions for Eastern Oregon Regional Airport based 

on the inspection and the predicted conditions in 2019 and 2024, assuming no maintenance is performed.  

                                                   
6 2014 Pavement Evaluation/Maintenance Management Program (Pavement Consultants Inc., November 2014) 
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TABLE 2-8: SUMMARY OF AIRFIELD PAVEMENT CONDITION - EASTERN OREGON REGIONAL 
AIRPORT 

PAVEMENT2 SECTION DESIGN/AGE 2014 PCI 
RATING1 

2019 
FORECAST 

PCI1 

2024 
FORECAST  

PCI1 

Runway 7/25 
3” AC (2005); 2-3” AC (unk.); 4” AC (unk.); 6” 
Cr. Agg. Base (unk.)  54 51 48 

Runway 11/29 2” AC (unk.); 2-3” AC (1999); 8” Base (unk.) 69 58 53 

Taxiway A AC (unk.); Base (unk.) 63 50 49 

Taxiway B (north 
section) 

4” AC (2005); 5” Cr. Agg. Base (2005); 7” CTB 
Base (2005) 

42 40 38 

Taxiway B (south of 
Taxiway A) 

1” AC (unk.); 2.5” AC (unk.); 2” AC (unk.); 8” Cr. 
Agg. Base (unk.) 

42 40 38 

Taxiway D 
4” AC (2002); 5” Cr. Agg. Base (2002); 7” CTB 
Base (2002)  

67 53 45 

Taxiway E 
2.5” AC (2000.); 2.5” AC (unk.); 2” AC (unk.); 6” 
Cr. Agg. Base (unk.) 

48 45 44 

Taxiway F AC (unk.); Base (unk.);  65 52 46 

Taxiway G 
South Section: 4.5” AC (2002); 2.5” AC (unk.); 
2” AC (unk.); 5” Cr. Agg. Base (unk.). North 
Section: 2.5” AC (1978); 6” Base (1978) 

43 36 32 

East Ag. Apron  2” AC (1980); 6” Base (1980) 18 13 9 

Terminal Apron 
4” AC (2002); 2” AC (unk.); 8” Cr. Agg. Base 
(unk.)  

54 51 51 

Terminal Apron –PCC 13” PCC (2002); 9” Subbase (2002) 50 46 42 

GA Apron (Ctr Sec.)  6” PCC (1942) 78 67 65 

AC Tiedown Apron 
2.5” AC (1998); 2” AC (unk.); 6” Cr. Agg. Base 
(unk.)  

79 67 65 

T-Hangar Taxilane 
(north row) 

2.5” AC (1980); 2” AC (unk.); 6” Cr. Agg. Base 
(unk.)  

50 28 3 

T-Hangar Taxilane 
(center row) 

2.5” AC (1980); 2” AC (unk.); 6” Cr. Agg. Base 
(unk.);  

36 11 0 

T-Hangar Taxilane 
(south row) 

AC (unk.); Base (unk.)  39 14 0 

AC = Asphaltic Concrete (Asphalt); PCC = Portland Cement Concrete; CTB = Concrete Treated Base 
Base/Cr. Agg. Base = Rock/Crushed Aggregate Section Under Pavement; Unk. = Unknown  
1. The Pavement Condition Index (PCI) scale ranges from 0 to 100, with seven general condition categories ranging from “failed” to 

“excellent.” For additional details, see Eastern Oregon Regional Airport Pavement Management Report.  
2. The runways, taxiways, and aprons may include multiple pavement sections with varying PCI values, pavement design, and age. The 

average PCI has been taken for pavements with multiple sections and the best available pavement design is listed. For additional 
details, see Eastern Oregon Regional Airport Pavement Management Report. 
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Ideally, a combination of visual inspection and technical engineering analysis is used to provide precise 

assessments of pavement condition and optimal timing for rehabilitation. The condition of the airfield 

pavements observed during site visits performed as part of the master plan update (Winter 2014-15) are 

generally consistent with the most recent pavement evaluations. Based on their current condition, 

pavement rehabilitation or reconstruction projects will be required for Runway 7/25, several taxiways, 

apron sections, and hangar taxilanes within the current 20-year planning period. Ongoing pavement 

maintenance will also be required for all airfield pavements. 

Landside Facilities 

Hangars and Airport Buildings 

Eastern Oregon Regional Airport accommodates a variety of aviation-related buildings including aircraft 

storage hangars, commercial and mixed-use hangars, and a commercial aviation terminal. The south side 

of the airport currently accommodates all landside facilities and based aircraft. The airport also includes 

the Pendleton Business and Industrial Park on the south side of NW “A” Avenue/Airport Road that 

includes numerous non-aeronautical and non-aviation buildings. Figure 2-3, presented earlier in this 

chapter, depicts the existing buildings on the airport. Table 2-9 summarizes existing aviation use 

buildings located at the airport. 

TABLE 2-9: EASTERN OREGON REGIONAL AIRPORT ON-AIRPORT BUILDING LIST  

BLDG. #1 BUILDING USE OWNER/TENANT 

- Terminal Building 
City Airport Administration Office, Air Traffic 
Control Tower, Airline Offices, Ticket Counter, 
Passenger Waiting Room, Public Restrooms 

City 

- Large “EAA” Hangar Aircraft Storage City/EAA 

- 
Airfield Maintenance and 
Equipment Building 

Snow Removal Equipment, Airfield Mowers, and 
Airport Vehicles Storage 

City 

- Airport Fire Station Building ARFF Vehicles/Equipment Storage City 

6 
Commercial Building 
(adjacent to City T-Hangar) 

Offices Styer 

4 
Commercial Building 
(adjacent to EAA bldg.) 

Offices 
Rod Anderson 
Construction 

- 
T-Hangar/Conventional 
Hangar 

Aircraft Storage and Commercial Use City 

7 FBO Building Offices Haggland 

8 Land Undeveloped Hoeft 

9 Commercial Hangar Aircraft Storage Wahl 

10 Commercial Hangar Aircraft Storage Nelson 

11 Commercial Hangar Aircraft Storage General Air Service 
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12 Conventional Hangar Aircraft Storage Midco 

13 Conventional Hangar Aircraft Storage Hart 

14 Conventional Hangar Aircraft Storage Stratton 

15 T-Hangar (11-Unit) Aircraft Storage City 

16 T-Hangar (11-Unit) Aircraft Storage City 

- 
ORARNG Hangar and 
Support Buildings 

Helicopter and UAS Flight Operations ORARNG 

- 
National Weather Service 
(NWS) 

Operations NWS 

1Airport building number as listed on City Tenant List 

 

Airport Terminal Building 

The main terminal building is a two-story structure constructed in 1953 and remodeled in 1996. The 

building houses the City of Pendleton Airport Administration office, Air Traffic Control Tower, airline 

ticket counters and offices, concession counters, passenger waiting area, baggage area, public restrooms, a 

restaurant and additional leased office space.  

General Aviation Hangar Area 

The airport’s primary hangar area is located adjacent to the main apron, west of the airport terminal. The 

area currently accommodates the large “EAA” hangar, 6 commercial or mixed-use hangars, 3 multi-unit T-

hangars, and 3 conventional storage hangars. Life Flight Network recently constructed a commercial 

hangar adjacent to the northwest corner of the main apron for its aircraft. A new city constructed “plex” 

hangar was also constructed in this area in 2016.  

The airport fire station and maintenance shop are located just west of the EAA hangar on the main apron. 

Army National Guard Area 

The Army National Guard Armory and Aviation Support Facility are located on the west side of the airport. 

This area includes one large conventional hangar, aircraft fueling pad, helicopter parking apron, and mixed-

use buildings. Surface access to the ORARNG facility is provided via NW 56th Drive, which connects to 

Airport Road, west of the terminal area. 
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Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) 

The Pendleton UAS Range (PUR) is a component of the Pan Pacific UAS Test Range Complex (PPUTRC), 

led by the University of Alaska. The PPUTRC is one of six official Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) 

UAS Test Sites in the United States. The Pendleton UAS Range received initial operating approval on 

September 30, 2014 and is currently focused on UAS business development. Eastern Oregon Regional 

Airport is the designated test site airport located in the PUR and is the focus of new business activity and 

flight testing. 

The initial development of UAS facilities at the Airport involved the City of Pendleton constructing 15 UAS 

operation pads east of Taxiway Golf and south of Taxiway Foxtrot. The 50’ x 50’ compacted gravel pads 

are equipped with potable water, electric and fiber internet access. The Oregon Army National Guard and 

private contractors currently use the pads to support their UAS operations. The ORARNG uses a catapult 

launcher located southeast of the Taxiway Golf and Foxtrot intersection, and typically recovers the UAS 

on Taxiway Foxtrot. The use of Taxiway F for UAS recovery requires the taxiway to be temporarily closed 

by NOTAM.  

The FAA is anticipating commercialization of civil and commercial UAS, mainly through FAA Type 

Certification of the aircraft and systems. However, the development of UAS type certification standards, 

criteria and approvals is expected to be a lengthy process. During this period, the FAA will encourage use 

of FAA-approved test sites as a safe, controlled environment to perform research & development, crew 

training, and market survey (i.e. customer demonstrations and training). The FAA views the test sites as a 

critical element for the future of the UAS industry. Once UAS type certification standards and criteria are 

defined by the FAA, the test sites will continue to provide an optimal environment for UAS flight testing, 

much in the same way that manned aviation companies currently use a network of test sites and civil 

airfield for their flight testing. 

The evaluation of UAS facility needs and operational issues as an element of the Eastern Oregon Regional 

Airport Master Plan represents the first known FAA-funded airport master plan in Oregon or the 

Northwest region to integrate UAS into conventional airport planning. The primary goal is to include UAS 

as one of several recognized aviation users of the Airport and to plan facilities accordingly to provide the 

highest level of safety. A full description of UAS activities and facilities is provided in Chapter 4 and is 

reflected in the airport development alternatives analysis. 
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Vehicle Access and Parking 

Surface access to Eastern Oregon Regional Airport is provided by Airport Road, which loops from Exit 202 

to Exit 207 on U.S. Interstate 84. The airport is located approximately 1 mile north of Interstate 84 and 

provides access to the airport terminal and passenger parking lot, tenant hangars, Army National Guard 

and Armory, Airport Industrial Park, and the City of Pendleton Police station. The terminal parking lot has 

176 paved and striped parking spaces, including 4 disabled parking spaces, immediately adjacent to the 

terminal for employee and customer parking. An additional 18 rental car parking spaces are located just 

west of the terminal parking lot. Additional vehicle parking is available adjacent to individual hangars and 

airport businesses.  

Airspace and Navigational Aids 

Airspace Classifications 

Airspace within the United States is classified by the FAA as “controlled” or “uncontrolled” with altitudes 

extending from the surface upward to 60,000 feet above mean sea level (MSL). Controlled airspace 

classifications include Class A, B, C, D, and E. Class G airspace is uncontrolled.  

Aircraft operating within controlled airspace are subject to varying levels of positive air traffic control that 

are unique to each airspace classification. Requirements to operate within controlled airspace vary, with 

the most stringent requirements associated with very large commercial airports in high traffic areas. 

Uncontrolled airspace is typically found in remote areas or is limited to a 700 or 1,200-foot AGL layer above 

the surface and below controlled airspace. Figure 2-4 illustrates and describes the characteristics of the 

airspace classifications defined by the FAA.  

Local Area Airspace Structure 

Figure 2-5 depicts nearby airports, notable obstructions, special airspace designations and instrument 

flight rules (IFR) routes in the vicinity of Eastern Oregon Regional Airport, as identified on the Seattle 

Sectional Chart and the IFR Enroute Low Altitude Chart (L-1/L-2).  

Eastern Oregon Regional Airport is located in an area of Class D airspace that is in effect when the air traffic 

control tower is in operation (0600 to 2000 local). The Class D airspace extends from the surface upward to 

4,000 feet above airport elevation, with a 5-mile radius surrounding the airport. Two-way radio 

communication is required to operate in Class D airspace during visual flight rules (VFR) conditions and an 

air traffic control (ATC) clearance is required during instrument flight rules (IFR) conditions.  

When the control tower is closed (2000 to 0600 local), the airspace reverts to Class E airspace that begins 

at 700 feet above ground and extends upward to 18,000 feet above mean sea level (MSL). The local Class E 
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airspace consists of a 10-nautical mile radius surrounding the airport with west and east rectangular 

sections that extend approximately 20 nautical miles overall. Radio communication is not required for 

VFR operations in Class E airspace, although pilots are encouraged to use the common traffic advisory 

frequency (CTAF) when operating at the airport. Aircraft are required to obtain an ATC clearance prior 

to operating in Class E airspace during IFR conditions. 

Several Low Altitude Enroute Instrument Airways connect to the nearby Pendleton VORTAC7, located 4 

nautical miles west of the Airport:  

• Victor 4 (V4) northwest to Yakima VORTAC and southeast to Baker City VOR/DME; 

• Victor 298 (V298) north to Tri-Cities (Pasco VOR/DME) and southeast to McCall (Donnelly 
VOR/DME); 

• Victor 536 (V536) northeast to Walla Walla VOR/DME and southwest to Redmond (Deschutes 
VORTAC); and 

• Victor 112 (V112) west to The Dalles (Klickitat VOR/DME) and northeast to Spokane VORTAC. 

The instrument airways are designed to provide defined paths (fixed courses and minimum altitudes) for 

enroute aircraft that are clear of terrain and other potential hazards for aircraft operating without the 

benefit of visual contact. Aircraft transition between enroute and terminal airspace through the use of 

defined instrument approach and departure procedures. 

The minimum enroute altitudes for the nearby instrument airways are well above the local airport traffic 

pattern altitude and do not conflict with VFR airport operations. The local fixed-wing traffic pattern 

altitude at Eastern Oregon Regional Airport is 1,000 feet above ground level (AGL) (approximately 2,500’ 

MSL) with standard left traffic unless otherwise assigned by the air traffic control tower (ATCT). The 

traffic patterns for Runway 7/25 and Runway 11/29 are depicted in Figure 2-6.  

  

                                                   
7 VORTAC = Very High Frequency Omni Directional Radio Range (VOR), with Tactical Air Navigation (TACAN). 



 
 

 

EASTERN OREGON REGIONAL AIRPORT 

AIRPORT MASTER PLAN 

 

CHAPTER 2 | INVENTORY OF EXISTING CONDITIONS | OCTOBER 2018 | 28 

 

Special Use Airspace 

The nearest Military Operations Areas (MOA) is the Boardman MOA (25 NM west). MOAs are designated 

to segregate VFR and IFR traffic from military operations. When a MOA is active, IFR traffic may be 

cleared through the area when air traffic control can ensure IFR separation; otherwise, traffic will be 

rerouted. Although VFR operations are not restricted in a MOA, pilots are advised to exercise extreme 

caution while flying within, near, or below an active MOA. Prior to entering an active MOA, pilots are 

encouraged to contact the controlling agency for traffic advisories due to the frequently changing status of 

these areas.  

Within the Boardman MOA, there is an area of Restricted Airspace (R-5701). Restricted areas are areas 

where operations are hazardous to nonparticipating aircrafts. These hazards may include artillery firing, 

aerial gunnery, or guided missiles. Aircrafts operating on an IFR flight plan may be authorized to transition 

through the restricted area during periods the restricted area is not active. 
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AIRSPACE CLASSIFICATION

FIGURE 2.4

COMMUNICATION REQUIREMENTS AND WEATHER MINIMUMS
Class A Class B Class C Class D Class E Class G

Airspace Class 
Definition

Generally airspace 
above 18,000 feet 
MSL up to and 
including FL 600.

Generally multi-
layered airspace 
from the surface 
up to 10,000 feet 
MSL surrounding 
the nation’s 
busiest airports

Generally airspace 
from the surface 
to 4,000 feet 
AGL surrounding 
towered airports 
with service by 
radar approach 
control

Generally airspace 
from the surface 
to 2,500 feet 
AGL surrounding 
towered airports

Generally 
controlled 
airspace that is 
not Class A, Class 
B, Class C, or 
Class D

Generally 
uncontrolled 
airspace that is 
not Class A, Class B, 
Class C, Class D, or 
Class E

Minimum Pilot 
Qualifications Instrument Rating Student* Student* Student* Student* Student*

Entry Requirements
IFR: ATC Clearance 
VFR: Operations 
Prohibited

ATC Clearance

IFR: ATC Clearance 
VFR: Two-Way 
Communication 
w/ ATC

IFR: ATC Clearance 
VFR: Two-Way 
Communication 
w/ ATC

IFR: ATC 
Clearance VFR: 
None

None

VFR Visibility
Below 10,000 msl** N/A 3 Statute Miles 3 Statute Miles 3 Statute Miles 3 Statute Miles

Day: 1 Statute Mile
Night: 3 Statute 
Miles

VFR Cloud Clearance
Below 10,000 msl*** N/A Clear of Clouds

500 Below
1,000 Above
2,000 Horizontal

500 Below
1,000 Above
2,000 Horizontal

500 Below
1,000 Above
2,000 Horizontal

500 Below
1,000 Above
2,000 Horizontal***

VFR Visibility 
10,000 msl and Above** N/A 3 Statute Miles 3 Statute Miles 3 Statute Miles 5 Statute Miles 5 Statute Miles

VFR Cloud Clearance 
10,000 msl and Above N/A Clear of Clouds

500 Below
1,000 Above
2,000 Horizontal

500 Below
1,000 Above
2,000 Horizontal

1,000 Below
1,000 Above
1 Statute Mile 
Horizontal

1,000 Below
1,000 Above
1 Statute Mile 
Horizontal

*Prior to operating within Class B, C or D airspace (or Class E airspace with an operating control tower), student, sport, and recreational pilots must 
meet the applicable FAR Part 61 training and endorsement requirements. Solo student, sport, and recreational pilot operations are prohibited at 
those airports listed in FAR Part 91, appendix D, section 4.

**Student pilot operations require at least 3 statute miles visibility during the day and 5 statute miles visibility at night.
***Class G VFR cloud clearance at 1,200 agl and below (day); clear of clouds.
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LEGEND
Airports with other than hard-surface runways Class D Airspace

Airports with hard-surfaced runways 1,500 ft. to 8,069 ft. Class E Airspace with floor 700’ above surface

VOR/ VORTAC Military Operations Area (MOA)

Compass Rose (VOR/DME or VORTAC) Prohibited, Restricted, Warning, and Alert Areas

VOR or RNAV Airways Airports with hard-surfaced runways greater  
than 8,069 ft. or some multiple runways less than 
8,069 ftClass E Airspace (surface)
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Navigational Aids and Weather 

Ground based navigational aids located on Eastern Oregon Regional Airport include the localizer and glide 

slope components of the instrument landing system (ILS). The localizer (LOC) transmits a high frequency 

electronic signal (110.3 MHz) that provides runway centerline (inbound course) guidance to aircraft. The 

localizer transmitter is located beyond the far end of the ILS runway (approximately 1,000 feet west of the 

end of Runway 7). The glide slope transmits an electronic signal that provides a defined glide path to the 

runway end. The glide slope transmitter is located on the north side of the runway, approximately 1,000 

feet west of the end of Runway 25. Both the localizer and glide have FAA-defined critical areas to protect 

signal integrity. The glide slope and localizer are FAA-owned and maintained. 

The Pendleton VORTAC8 is located off the airport, approximately four miles west, near the Airport Road 

connection to Interstate 84 Exit 202. The VORTAC supports an instrument approach to Runway 7 and 

the missed approach procedure for the ILS and localizer approaches on Runway 25, in addition to its 

enroute air navigation function. The VORTAC is FAA-owned and maintained.  

Eastern Oregon Regional Airport has an on-site automated surface observing system (ASOS) that provides 

24-hour weather information. The ASOS is located north of Runway 7/25, east of Taxiway G. The ASOS 

provides altimeter setting, wind data, density altitude, visibility, cloud/ceiling data, temperature, 

dewpoint, icing, lightning, sea level pressure, and precipitation. The ASOS is owned and maintained by the 

National Weather Service (NWS).  

Pendleton has a hazardous inflight weather advisory service (HIWAS), which is a continuous broadcast 

of hazardous weather information transmitted through the VORTAC. This includes Airmen’s 

Meteorological Information (AIRMETs), significant meteorological information (SIGMETs), convective 

SIGMETs, and urgent pilot reports (PIREPs).  

Instrument Procedures 

Instrument approach and departure procedures are developed by the FAA using ground based 

electronic navigational aids and satellite navigation (SATNAV) to guide aircraft through a series of 

prescribed maneuvers in and out of an airport’s terminal airspace. The procedures are designed to 

enable continued airport operation during instrument meteorological conditions (IMC), but are also 

used during visual conditions, particularly in conjunction with an instrument flight plan. The 

capabilities of each instrument approach are defined by the technical performance of the procedure 

platform and the presence of nearby obstructions, which may affect the cloud ceiling and visibility 

minimums for the approach, and the routing for both the approach and missed approach procedure 

                                                   
8 Very high frequency Omnidirectional Radio range (VOR) combined with UHF frequencies (Tactical Air Navigation – TACAN) 
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segments. The aircraft approach speed and corresponding descent rate may also affect approach 

minimums for different types of aircraft.  

Eastern Oregon Regional Airport currently has six published instrument approaches, including a precision 

Instrument Landing System (ILS) approach to Runway 25. When coupled with an approach lighting 

system, an ILS provides the best approach capabilities typically found at general aviation airports. The 

Runway 25 ILS approach provides electronic vertical (descent) and horizontal (course) guidance to the 

runway end that allows aircraft to descend as low as 200 feet above the ground before visually recognizing 

the runway environment. The Runway 25 approach is also authorized as a non-precision procedure 

(course only) when using the localizer without the glideslope. 

The airport has four global positioning system (GPS) procedures and one VOR procedure that are 

classified as non-precision. The four RNAV (GPS) approaches provide vertical guidance to the runway end 

for aircraft equipped with the appropriate FAA-certified GPS receiver; the other approaches provide 

electronic course guidance only. All of the instrument approaches are authorized for category A-D aircraft, 

with varying approach minimums for both straight-in and circling procedures.  

The existing instrument approach capabilities for Eastern Oregon Regional Airport are summarized in 

Table 2-10. The instrument approach procedure charts are included in the report appendix. 
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TABLE 2-10: INSTRUMENT PROCEDURES - EASTERN OREGON REGIONAL AIRPORT 

APPROACH APPROACH 
CATEGORY A 

APPROACH 
CATEGORY B 

APPROACH 
CATEGORY C 

APPROACH 
CATEGORY D 

 Ceiling Vis. Ceiling Vis. Ceiling Vis. Ceiling Vis. 

ILS LOC RWY 25         

Straight-In ILS 200 .5 200 .5 200 .5 200 .5 

Straight-In LOC 373 .5 373 .5 373 .75 373 .75 

Circling 423 1 423 1 423 1.5 703 2.25 

RNAV/GPS RWY 7         

LPV DA 250 .75 250 .75 250 .75 250 .75 

LNAV/VNAV DA 348 1.25 348 1.25 348 1.25 348 1.25 

LNAV MDA 394 .75 394 .75 394 .75 394 1.25 

Circling 423 1 463 1 463 1.5 563 2 

RNAV/GPS RWY 25         

LPV DA 200 .5 200 .5 200 .5 200 .5 

LNAV/VNAV DA 313 .5 313 .5 313 .5 313 .75 

LNAV MDA 373 .5 373 .5 373 .5 373 1 

Circling 423 1 463 1 463 1.5 563 2 

VOR RWY 7         

Straight-In 554 .75 554 .75 554 1.5 554 1.75 

Circling 543 1 543 1 543 1.5 563 2 

RNAV/GPS RWY 29         

LPV DA 250 1 250 1 250 1 250 1 

LNAV/VNAV DA 304 1 304 1 304 1 304 1 

LNAV MDA 363 1 363 1 363 1 363 1.25 

Circling 423 1 463 1 463 1.5 563 2 

RNAV/GPS RWY 11         

LPV DA 250 1 250 1 250 1 250 1 

LNAV/VNAV DA 363 1.25 363 1.25 363 1.25 363 1.25 

LNAV MDA 373 1 373 1 373 1 373 1.25 

Circling 423 1 463 1 463 1.5 563 2 
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Approach Categories are based on the approach speed of an aircraft in the landing configuration (typically 1.3 times the 
stall speed Vso). Approach Categories: 
Category A: 0-90 knots (Cessna 172, Beechcraft Bonanza, Piper Seneca) 
Category B: 91-120 knots (Beechcraft King Air, Cessna Citation, deHavilland Q400) 
Category C: 121-140 knots (Learjet 45, Canadair Challenger, Boeing 737, MD80) 
Category D : 141-165 knots (Gulfstream 550) 
Ceiling: Lowest permitted height of clouds in feet above ground level (AGL) 
Vis: Minimum visibility required in statute miles 
Source: National Ocean Service Instrument Approach Plates (11 Dec 2014 to 08 Jan 2015) 

Airport Support Facilities/Services 

Aircraft Fuel 

Eastern Oregon Regional Airport has 100-octane low lead (100LL) aviation gasoline (AVGAS) and jet fuel 

(Jet-A) available for sale through the local fixed base operator (FBO), Pendleton Aviation. Several airport 

tenants have private fuel storage tanks for their use. Table 2-11 summarizes existing aviation fueling 

facilities on the airport.  

Fixed Base Operators (FBO)  

Pendleton Aviation is the fixed base operator (FBO) at Eastern Oregon Regional Airport, providing aircraft 

fuel sales, charter, pilot lounge, vending machines, restrooms, and aircraft deicing (Type-1). The FBO has 

two (Type-1) deice mobile trailers, a 100-gallon tank and 300-gallon tank.  

Public Restrooms  

Public, ADA-accessible restrooms are located in the airport terminal building. Several individual hangars 

and businesses have private restroom facilities.  

Fencing 

Eastern Oregon Regional Airport has an extensive fencing and gate system that covers the entire 

operations area of the airfield. A 6-foot three-strand barbwire fence extends from the agriculture pad gate, 

around the terminal extending south and west then north until it connects to the Oregon Army National 

Guard fence. The remainder of the fencings consists of four-strand barbwire fencing.9  

  

                                                   
9 Eastern Oregon Regional Airport, Airport Certification Manual, Section 335-Public Protection (Updated November 1, 2014) 
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TABLE 2-11: AVIATION FUEL STORAGE - EASTERN OREGON REGIONAL AIRPORT 

STORAGE TYPE LOCATION/FACILITIES 

Fixed Point Fuel 
Tanks and 
Dispensing 
Facilities 

FBO Owned 
(1) 1,000 gallon self-serve above-ground storage tank (100LL) – On Airport 
(1) 8,000 gallon underground storage tank (Jet-A) – Airport Industrial Park 
(1) 10,000 gallon underground storage tank (Jet-A) – Airport Industrial Park 
(1) 10,000 gallon underground storage tank (100LL) – Airport Industrial Park  

Tenant Owned 
(1) 10,000 gallon underground fuel tank (100LL) – On Airport 
(1) 12,000 gallon underground fuel tank (Jet-A) – On Airport 

Mobile Fuel Trucks 
and Portable Tanks 

FBO Owned 
(1) 4,000 gallon tank mobile truck (Jet-A) 
(2) 1,200 gallon tank mobile trucks (Jet-A) 
(1) 1,200 gallon tank mobile truck (100LL) 

Tenant Owned 
(1) 1,200 gallon tank mobile trailer  
(1) 200 gallon tank portable (Jet-A)  
(1) 150 gallon tank portable (100LL)  

Tenant Owned 
(1) 4,000 gallon tank mobile (Jet-A) 
(2) 5,000 gallon tanks mobile (Jet-A) 
(1) 4,000 gallon tank mobile (100LL) 
(1) 1,800 gallon tank mobile (100LL) 

Tenant Owned 
(1) 50 gallon tank portable (100LL) 

Airport Equipment List 

Eastern Oregon Regional Airport maintains several vehicles for airport maintenance and snow removal:  

Snow Removal Equipment 

• 2001 International 7400/DT466 Snow Plow Trucks 

• 2002 Ford F-550 Truck with Multi-Position V Plow 
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Airfield Equipment 

• 1994 Chevy Truck 

• 1980 (estimated) Ford A-64 Front End Loader  

• 1984 Kubota 1720 L355SS Tractor with rear mounted rake 

• Ford 7710 CabTractor 

• 2016 Toro ProForce Blower/Tow Behind 

• 2013 Ground leveler water fillable drum wrapped in 13 Tires (pulls behind Tractor) 

Public Protection 

City of Pendleton Police  

Eastern Oregon Regional Airport is located within the Pendleton city limits and local law enforcement is 

provided by the Pendleton Police Department, with additional support provided by the Umatilla County 

Sheriff and Oregon State Police (OSP) as needed. The City of Pendleton Police Station is located 

approximately 1 mile south of the Airport on Airport Road.  

Aircraft Rescue and Firefighting (ARFF) 

The City of Pendleton Fire Department provides Aircraft Rescue and Firefighting services at the airport. 

Eastern Oregon Regional Airport maintains equipment and capabilities for Index A operations, and 

maintains the ability to meet Index B level upon request. Index B requires ARFF equipment and personnel 

to be positioned at the airport 15 minutes before and after an air carrier takeoff and landing. All air carrier 

operations require prior permission and coordination from the Airport Manager prior to operating at the 

airport to ensure proper ARFF availability. Below is a list of the airport’s equipment and firefighting 

agents:10 

2012 Oshkosh Aircraft Crash Rescue Truck Model T-1500 

Agents:  

-1,500 gallons of water/210 gallons of 6% aqueous film forming foam (AFFF) 

-450 pounds of Purple-K dry chemical powder 
  

                                                   
10 Eastern Oregon Regional Airport, Airport Certification Manual, Section 317-Aircraft Rescue & Firefighting (Updated November 1, 2014) 
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1998 Oshkosh Aircraft Crash Rescue Truck Model T-1500 

Agents:  

-1,500 gallons of water/210 gallons of 6% aqueous film forming foam (AFFF) 

-450 pounds of Purple-K dry chemical powder 

Utilities 

The developed areas of Eastern Oregon Regional Airport have water, natural gas, sanitary sewer, 

electrical, and telephone/internet service and fiber optical cable.  

Water 

The City of Pendleton provides water service to the Airport. Two large city water storage tanks are located 

adjacent to the terminal parking lot.  

Sanitary 

 The City of Pendleton provides sanitary sewer service to the Airport.  

Power 

Pacific Power provides electrical service for the Airport. Electrical lines extend along Airport Road/NW 

“A” Avenue, south of the airfield and supply power to airport hangars, businesses, and the Airport 

Industrial Park. Overhead electrical lines located on the west side of NW 56th Drive supply power to the 

Oregon Army National Guard and other buildings. Electrical lines follow a service road around the 

approach end of Runway 25 to supply power to the glideslope and weather station.  

Gas 

Cascade Natural Gas provides natural gas to the Airport by underground gas pipelines that connect to the 

terminal, several hangars and businesses, and to the Airport Industrial Park.  

Telephone/Internet 

Charter Communications and CenturyLink with Techlink provide telephone and high-speed internet 

service to the airport area. 
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Land Use Planning and Zoning 

The City of Pendleton has land use authority for Eastern Oregon Regional Airport and its immediate 

surroundings. The City of Pendleton’s Unified Development Code provides the established “standards for 

development within the City of Pendleton and its Urban Growth Boundary, and to implement the 

Pendleton Comprehensive Plan.” A detailed description of current zoning, airport overlay zoning, and land 

use is presented later in the master plan.  

Zoning 

The airport is zoned Airport Activities Zone (A-A). The Airport Activities Zone’s purpose is to “protect 

the lands lying adjacent to the airport runway and terminal areas from incompatible development, while 

providing lands for airport-related and agricultural uses.”11 The A-A Zone contains the permitted uses, 

conditional uses, and development standards on City-owned property.  

Airport Vicinity Zoning 

The zoning around the airport is a mix of Light Industrial (M-1), Exclusive Farm Use (EFU), and 

Airport Activities (A-A). East and northwest of the airport are areas EFU zoning—both in the city limits 

and in adjacent unincorporated Umatilla County. The purpose of the City EFU Zone is “to preserve and 

maintain agricultural lands for farm use, including range and grazing uses, consistent with existing and 

future needs for agricultural products, and open spaces.” Areas south and west of the airport are zoned M-

1. The purpose of M-1 zoning is “to provide, enhance, and protect areas to accommodate a wide range of 

manufacturing and allied uses that need generally flat topography and easy access to arterials and 

intermodal shipping facilities, and to reserve industrial sites near the airport for specific employment uses 

identified in the Pendleton Economic Opportunities Analysis (EOA).”  

Airport Overlay Zoning 

The City of Pendleton created two airport overlay zones identified as Subdistricts. The Airport Hazard 

Subdistrict (AHZ) established a set of “Airport Zones” including the approach zones, transitional zones, 

horizontal zones, and conical zones. The city code states “These zones are adopted as part of the City’s 

Airport Master Plan and made a part of this Ordinance (3845) by reference.” The Airport Hazard 

Subdistrict includes height restrictions for each of the Airport Zones, use restrictions, nonconforming uses,  

  

                                                   
11 Ordinance 3845, City of Pendleton Unified Development Code (12/2/2014)  
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and permits. The Airport Industrial Subdistrict (AI) “reserved designated Light Industrial (M1) sites 

near the Airport for targeted industrial users as called for in the Pendleton Comprehensive Plan (Industrial 

Plan Table A-AI) and the Pendleton Economic Opportunities Analysis (EOA).” 

Airport Industrial Park (AIP) 

The Airport Industrial Park is located within airport property and consists of approximately 435 acres. 

The industrial park is fully serviced with utilities and offers convenient and redundant access to Interstate 

84. A list of recent industrial park tenants is provided in Table 2-12. 

TABLE 2-12: AIRPORT INDUSTRIAL PARK TENANTS  

• Round Up Radio 

• NOAA Weather Station 

• Community Bank 

• Rod Anderson 
Construction 

• Drake’s RV 

• Hill Meat Company 

• Barhute Specialty Foods 

• Cellular One 

• US Cellular/Verizon 

• Yamaha Motor Corp. 

• Digital Harvest 

• The Furniture Lady & 
Airport Antiques 

• McCormack 
Construction, Inc. 

• Loftis/Baarstad 

• Airport Mini Storage 

• A-Sharp Painters 

• Western Auto 

• Pace Wood Products 

• M & J Pallet 

• Main Street Cowboys 

 

• Pendleton Police 
Department 

• BMCC/Archery 

• NexGen UAS Range 
Management, LLC 

• David Lloyd 

• Old West Design Builders 

• Severe Bros. Saddlery 

• Schubert Diesel 

• Capeco 

• Thews Sheet Metal 
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Data Sources:  

• City of Pendleton airport records, airport and municipal drawings  

• Eastern Oregon Regional Airport – Airport Master Plan (David Evans and Associates, October 

2002) 

• Airfield Design Drawings and Engineering Reports (various projects) (Precision Approach 

Engineering) 

• 2014 Pavement Evaluation/Maintenance Management Program (Pavement Consultants Inc., 

November 2014) 

• FAA Airport Master Record Form (5010-1) 

• Airport/Facility Directory (AFD) –Northwest U.S. (U.S. DOT, Federal Aviation Administration, 

National Aeronautical Charting Office) 

• Seattle Sectional Aeronautical Chart; IFR Enroute Low Altitude (L-1/L-2) Chart (U.S. DOT, 

Federal Aviation Administration, National Aeronautical Charting Office) 

• Instrument Approach Procedure Charts (FAA NACO) 

• City of Pendleton Zoning Ordinance and Mapping 

• City of Pendleton Comprehensive Plan 

• Umatilla County Zoning Ordinance and Mapping 

• Umatilla County Comprehensive Plan 

• Local land use planning documents and mapping 

• Local and regional socioeconomic data 

 


